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CRAZY CHRISTIAN’S COIN. 


Ar the beginning of the late Rebellion, the soldiers of German birth or origin, who rallied around 
their adoptive mother, to aid in defending her against the unnatural assault of a portion of her chil- 
dren, were wont to say: “‘ This is the ‘ Thirty Years’ War’ of America!” Although more than two 
centuries had since elapsed, the great “Civil and Religious” grapple which, from 1618 to 1648, rav- 
aged and depopulated every corner of Germany, and left the “ Holy Roman Empire of the Teutonic 
Folk” permanently severed and disintegrated, was, as well it might be, still fresh in their remem- 
brance. ‘They knew that similar struggles growing out of the collision of fixed ideas, such as that 
between democratic Athens and oligarchic Sparta, B. C. 431-404, or that other civé/ and religious 
rending of civil obligations and religious restraints, which, in France, preceded the accession of Henry 
of Navarre, A. D. 1594, had usually lasted till one entire generation, with its wrongs and its rancors, 
its revenges, its retaliations, had passed away; and such, they justifiably inferred, would be the case 
with our struggle. Not wholly without satisfaction, perhaps, did they contemplate the prospect ; for, 
by one of the strange meetings of extremes which are characteristic of human nature, your laborious 
and honest Teuton is apt to become, in time of war, an arrant marauder and reckless land-pirate. 
The fact may indeed be owing to the still powerful influence of this very “Thirty Years’ War’, one 
of the robber-chiefs of which is, in connection with his curious Dollar, the subject of the present 
article. 

Protestantism was, in the German Empire of the seventeenth century, like Slavery, in the Ameri- 
can Republic of the nineteenth, the great element of disunion; or, if you will, it was the Roman 
Church in the one instance, and the Puritan Spirit in the other, through their unduly repressive and 
concentrating tendency. We should recollect, and with trembling, that, in the first two swift stages 
of the Thirty Years’ War, the success of the Emperor, who represented the principle of German 
unity, was, through the victories of his then never conquered general, Tilly, quite as decisive as ours 
at the present moment; and that the triumphant party, by their intolerance, ultimately lost all that 
they had gained, though apparently ensured to them by a Peace. The Peace proved to bea con- 
cordia utscors, a mere: bit of chaos done over with official varnish. 

When the Elector Palatine, Frederic V., and his Electress, Elizabeth, daughter of James I. of 

Vor. IL, No. 5. 7 





46 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [SEPTEMBER, 


England, were driven out of Prague by the imperialists, in the third year of the war, our hero, 
Christian of Brunswick, then just twenty-one, son of Duke Henry Julius, whose numerous dollars 
with their quaint devices are well known to numismatists, romantically espoused the cause of the 
expelled princess, and, with many similarly fascinated by the loveliness and wit of this “ Pearl of 
Britain”, hailed her, though deprived of the crown of Bohemia, as in her own right “Queen of 
Hearts”. Placing her glove on his hat, and inscribing on his banners, Tout pour Dieu et pour Elle, 
our tolle Christian, or crazy Christian, as his countrymen called him, but whose wild, plundering 
career we can only glance at, reached, in the course of his inroads, the town of Paderborn. Here 
this extraordinary Bishop, prototype of a mitigated modern one among our own disunionists—for, 
like his father, he was postu/atus episcopus, or Protestant ‘‘ Administrator” of the old Catholic see 
of Halberstadt—found a solid silver statue of a worthy Gallic saint named Liborius. His feelings 
were deeply interested at the sight; he embraced the image with ardor, and thanked the holy man 
for waiting so long for him. Being thus, it seems, in a melting mood, he ordered it to be melted up 
and coined into dollars. 

One of these Dollars we have the fortune to possess in our humble cabinet. Its description is as 
follows: Osv. Lec: Curistian. Hertz: zv. Braunscow: v: Lvnens.: Christian, Duke of 
Brunswick and Lunenburg. In four lines in the field: Gorres Frevnot Der Prarren Feinpr: 
God’s Friend, Enemy of Priests, or, imitatively, God’s Friend, Priests’ Fiend. Rev. A right arm 
in armor, issuing from clouds and holding a drawn sword. Lec. Tour avec Digv. 1.6, 22. 

The Duke was shortly afterwards wounded in the arm so severely as to necessitate its amputation. 
His antagonists exulted in this manifest judgment of heaven; but Christian, who urged that it was 
the left arm and not the one represented on his coinage, caused it to be removed, in the presence of his 
army, to the sound of kettle-drums and trumpets, and went on rejoicing in his work of rapine. He 
died in 1626, poisoned, as Carlisle asserts in his “‘ History of Frederic II.”; and, if so, the enemies 


of the rude soldier took effectual care that this time the divine judgment should not err. 


THE «ADMIRAL VERNON” MEDALS, 
BY W. 8, APPLETON. 


The series of medals, struck in honor of the victories gained by the British fleet -under Admiral 
Vernon, in South America, must be particularly interesting to every collector of medals illustrating 
American history. The scene of the fighting was in this continent; the United States were at the 
time colonies of England, and sharers in her glory as in her history; and Lawrence Washington took 
part in the second unfortunate expedition, and, in compliment to the Admiral, gave to his beautiful 
and historic estate on the Potomac the name of Mount Vernon. 

Stray specimens of the medals have appeared at auction sales in New York, but have never at- 
tracted much attention. My own collection contains thirty-one different medals with the portrait of 
the Admiral, and is by no means complete. In my attempts to obtain some account of them, I have 
been surprised to learn how little can be found in print which even hints at the existence of such a 
series, ‘The only list which I have seen is in a French work, ** Mes Loisirs, Amusemens Numisma- 
tiques. Ouvrage posthume de M. le Comte C. W. de Renesse-Breidbach, &c., &c.,” published in 
three volumes, at Antwerp, 1835. He gives a short, much abbreviated, and often misspelt descrip- 
tion of thirty pieces, five at least of which are not in my possession. I have thought it worth while 
to prepare a descriptive catalogue of those in my cabinet, to which I have prefixed a short biograph- 
ical and historical memoir. 

Edward Vernon, descended of an old English family, was born in Westminster, November 12, 
1684. He early entered the navy, receiving the commission of a second lieutenant in 1702, and rose 
through various ranks by service in the Mediterranean, the West Indies and the Baltic, till the year 
1726. In 1727 he was elected to Parliament, of which he was a member for several years. In the 
House of Commons he was active as one of the opposition, and by his violent and abusive condem- 
nation of the peaceful policy of the government he made himself as much disliked by the ministry as 





1867.] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 47 


he was admired by the people. His confident impetuosity led him to declare, in 1739, that with six 
ships of the line he would reduce Porto Bello, an important fortified Spanish town on the isthmus of 
Panama, and that he would stake his life and reputation on success. The particular object of his 
attack in this speech was the failure to attempt to capture Porto Bello by Admiral Francis Hosier, 
with about twenty ships in 1726.* 

From different motives, ministers and people were both willing to give Vernon the desired oppor- 
tunity. He obtained the command of a squadron of six vessels, with the rank of Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue, July 9, 1739. He arrived before Porto Bello Nov. 21, and, aided by that good fortune ~ 
which often favors those whose boldness leaves no room for prudence, he captured two of the forts 
the same day, and on the next morning received the capitulation of the Spanish governor. This 
success gained for Vernon a popularity which few have ever so suddenly acquired. The people of 
England felt an enthusiastic joy, which the medallists of that day certainly turned to a profitable end. 

The Admiral passed the next year in the West Indies, with no especial achievement other than 
the reduction of Fort Chagre, in March, 1740. But in January, 1741, he received a large reinforce- 
ment, under the command of Sir Chaloner Ogle, and found himself at the head of a fleet of 115 
vessels, of which thirty were ships of the line, and aided by twelve thousand soldiers under General 
Wentworth. Of course great things were expected; but the want of agreement and concert 
between Admiral and General produced a fatal result. A council of war decided to attack Cartha- 
gena, a town on the northern coast of South America, and this was done in March, 1741. The 
English met at first with success, and the Admiral sent home a premature despatch of victory, which 
probably was the cause of the medals asserting the capture of this place. Fort St. Lazar, the 
citadel of Carthagena, baffled the attempts of the English commanders, whose disputes prevented any- 
thing like co-operative action, and compelled the withdrawal of their forces. 

In this year Vernon was returned to Parliament for Penrhyn, Rochester, and Ipswich, and chose to 
sit for the last-named place, which he continued afterwards to represent. He remained in command 
of the fleet in the West Indies till October, 1742, but the last year seems to have produced only 
expeditions which turned out failures. He lived in England without service till April, 1745, when 
he was promoted to the rank of Admiral of the White, and appointed to the North Sea fleet. His 
duty was to prevent the arrival in Great Britain of friends and supporters of the Pretender, and in 
this he was very successful. A dispute with the Admiralty caused him to resign his command in 
January, 1746; his name was stricken from the list of Admirals in April following, and, after living 
in retirement eleven years, he died at his seat at Nacton, Suffolk, October 29, 1757. 


MEDALS. 


1. THE BRITISH GLORY REVIVD BY ADMIRAL VERNON. The Admiral at full 
length, facing the right, with a sword in right hand, in left a baton, before him a cannon, a ship 
behind, below his feet an ornament of leaves. Rev.: WHO TOOK PORTO BELLO WITH 
SIX SHIPS ONLY; in exergue NOV 22 1739. Six ships (two, one and three) before a semi- 
circular harbor, on which is a town protected by three forts, one at each side, and one on a pier in 
the harbor. Brass, size 24. 

z. Same inscription and design, but the figure and ornaments are quite different. Rev.: Same in- 
scription, with a dot after each word, and an ornament also in exergue. Six ships (two and four) 
before a harbor as before. Brass, size 24. 

3. Same inscription, with the name written VERNON, and with dots. A similar design, but the 
Admiral stands ona solid support, with an ornament below. Rev.: HE TOOK PORTO BELLO 
WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY ; in exergue NOV. 22. 1739.{ Six ships (two, one and three) before a 
larger harbor, town and forts; in the harbor are three small vessels. Copper, size 24. 

4. Same inscription, correctly written and dotted. Same design as the last with slight variations ; 
the ornament is in a rim with the inscription. Rev.: Almost exactly that of No. 2, with HE for 
WHO, and five ships sail in the opposite direction. Brass, size 23. 


* Great blame has sometimes been thrown on Hosier, but it is certain that he followed his orders, which were to make a 
show of force, but not to provoke a war. Enforced inactivity, with the loss of many men by disease, is said to have caused 
Hosier’s death of a broken heart. Glover’s ballad, ‘“ Hosier’s Ghost’’, in which the fates of Hosier and Vernon are con- 
trasted, is called by Lord Mahon “the noblest song, perhaps, ever called forth by any British victory except Mr. Campbell's 
‘ Battle of the Baltic’”’. 


t Lord Mahon says that it “ is asserted, a medal was immediately struck in London to celebrate the taking of Carthagena, 
bearing on one side the head of Vernon, with an inscription as ‘ The Avenger of his Country’”. I know of no medal at 
all resembling this description. 

t The Ns are all reversed. 
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5. Same inscription, with a design very like No. 2, but no ornament. Rev.: Almost identical 
with No. 4. Copper, size 17. 

6. Same inscription as No. 3, and dotted. The Admiral at full length, facing the left, with a 
baton in right hand, the left on his hip, before him a cannon, a ship behind, on a platform as in No. 
3, but with no ornament. Rev. : Inscription as No. 3, but with ONLY. Six ships (three and three) 
before a harbor, &c., very like No. 3. Copper, size 26. 

7. Inscription as No. 6. The Admiral at full length, facing the left, with right hand extended, 
a baton in left, before him a cannon, an anchor behind. Rev.: Very like No. 3, but the vessels in 
the harbor are smaller. Brass, size 24. 

8. Same inscription, correctly written and dotted. The Admiral at half length, at three-quarter 
face to lett, with right hand extended, a baton in left. Rev.: HE TOOK PORTO BELLO 
WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY 1739, a dot after each word; in exergue BY COURAGE AND 
CONDUCT. | Six ships entering in wedge shape a semi-circular harbor, on which are a town and 
three forts; in the harbor are three small vessels and a boat. Brass, size 23. 

g. Obverse as No. 8. Rev.: The same, except that one vessel in the harbor is much larger. 
Brass, size 23}. 

io, Same inscription. The Admiral as in No, 8, but facing the left. Rev.: Much worn, but 
apparently very like No. 4. Lead, size 23. 

11. Same inscription, with the addition of FORT CHAGRE in the field to left. ‘The Admiral 
nearly as in No. 10, before him a fort, a tree behind. Rev.: As No. 2. Copper, size 23. 

1z, ADMIRAL VERNON TOOK PORTO BELLO. The Admiral at half length, facing 
the left, a baton in right hand, the left by his side, below the baton the fluke of an anchor. Rev.: 
WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY; in exergue NOV. 22. 1739. Six ships (two and four) entering a 
harbor, with town and forts; the harbor is rather more curved, and in it are a small vessel and two 
boats. Brass, size 24}. 

13. ADM' VERNON TOOK PORTO BELLO WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY; in exergue 
NOV. 22, 1739; in field to left FORT CHAGRE. The Admiral at full length, facing the left, 
with right hand extended, a baton in left, on the shore of the sea, in which before him is a fort, a 
ship behind. Rev.: Inscription as No. 4, but no ornament in exergue. Design somewhat like 
No. 6, but much ruder ; three ships sail in the opposite direction. Copper, size 23. 

14. IN MEMORY OF ADMIRAL VERNON ; in field to left FORT CHAGRE. I. M. 
The Admiral at half length, facing the right, with a baton in right hand, the left extended, before 
him a cannon, flag, horn, pike and sword, a fort behind, Rev.: Inscription as No, 1. Six ships 
(one, two and three) before a harbor with town and forts; in the harbor are a small vessel and a 
boat, and from another boat a man is climbing up the fort at the right hand. Brass, size 23. 

15. VICE AD.RL OF THE BLEW COM.ER IN CHIEF OF ALL HIS MAI. SHIPS 
IN THE WEST INDIES; in exergue THE HON. EDWARD VERNON ESQ.; in field 
to right A VIEW OF FORT CHAGRE, The Admiral at three quarter length, at three- 
quarter face to the right, with right hand on hip, a baton in left, in field to left a tree, to right a shi 
and a fort beyond. Rev.: PORTO BELLO TAKEN BY ADMIRAL VERNON WITH 
SIX MEN OF WAR ONLY NOV, 22. ANNO DOM. 1739. Six ships (three and three) 
before a much curved harbor, on which is a large town, protected by three large forts, situated as in 
No. 1; in the harbor are four vessels. Brass, size 25. 

16. Same inscription, with WS IES for WEST INDIES. Same design, but the fort and tree 
are differently drawn, Rev.: Same inscription, with AN for ANNO. Same design, with a boat 
near one of the outer forts, and seven vessels in the harbor. Copper, size 25. 

17. THE SPANISH PRIDE PULLD DOWN BY ADMIRAL VERNON; in field DON 
BLASS. The Admiral at full length, facing the right, with a sword in right hand, receiving with 
left the sword of Don Blass, the Spanish commander, who is kneeling before him; below them an 
ornament, asin No. 2. Rev.: As No. 2. Copper, size 23. 

i8. THE PRIDE OF SPAIN HUMBLED BY ADM* VERNON; in field DON BLASS. 
The Admiral at full length, facing the right, with left hand extended, receiving with right the sword 
of Don Blass kneeling before him, with hat in left hand; behind the Don isa ship, Rev.: Very 
like No. 14, with HE for WHO, and only one boat, which is in the harbor. Brass, size 214. 

i9. ADMIRAL VERNON AND COMMODORE BROWN. The two officers at full 
length, facing the left, in field to left a cannon. Rev.: As No. 6, with HE erased, and the date 
corrected and larger. Copper, size 25}. 

20. Same inscription. The two officers at half length, facing each other. Rev.: Very like No. 
14, but with only one boat, which is in the harbor. Copper, size 24. 

21. Same inscription and similar design, but the officers have longer batons in their hands; in 
exergue an ornament, as in No, 2, Rev.: As No. 4. Copper, size 23. 


22. Same inscription, with TOOK PORTO BELLO in exergue. Similar design, but the figures 
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are larger, Rev.: WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY NOV 22 1739; in exergue GOD PRESERVE 
THE ENGLISH FLEET. Six ships (two and four) before a harbor with town and forts ; in the 
harbor are three boats. Copper, size 24. 

23. Same obverse. Rev.: WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY NOV 22 1739. Six ships entering one 
by one a harbor with town, forts, and boats, as last. Copper, size 2 

24. BY THE COURAGE AND CONDUCT OF ADMIRAL VERNON AND COM.- 
MODORE BROWN, of which the first five words are in the exergue. Same design, with a slight 
difference. Rev.: PORTO BELLO WAS TAKEN WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY NOV 22 
1739; in exergue I. W. FECIT. Six ships (one, two and three) entering on the right side a 
harbor with town and forts; in the harbor are five boats. Brass, size 23. 

25. Obverse as No.7. Rev.: AD VERNON GEN! OGLE TOOK CARTHAGENA BY 
SEA AND LAND;; in exergue AP§. 1.1741. A curving shore, with a large fort in foreground, 
and in distance a city, trees on the right and left; near the shore are nine vessels of various sizes. 
Brass, size 24. 

26. ADMIRAL VERNON VEIWING THE TOWN OF CARTHAGANA;; in exergue 
1740. 1. The Admiral at full length, facing nearly to the front, with right hand extended, a baton 
in left, walking to the left ; in field to left are a town and trees, to right a fort, three ships and a tree. 
Rev.: THE FORTS OF CARTHAGENA DESTROYD BY AD™ VERNON 1741 ; in field 
CARTHAGENA. S. IOSEPH .S.1IAGO. Two ships and two boats at the mouth of a small river, 
on which is a town protected by four forts. Brass, size 23. 

27. Obverse as No.17. Rev.: TRUE BRITISH HEROES TOOK CARTHAGENA;; in 
exergue APRIL 1741. Two ships and a boat before a harbor, on which is a town protected by 
three forts ; the harbor is closed by a chain, and in it are a ship and several boats. Copper, size 23. 

28. THE PRIDE OF SPAIN HUMBLED BY A. VERNON; ; in exergue AND S®. CHA’ 
OGLE; in field DON BLASS. The Admiral at the left at full length, with left hand extended, 
receiving with right the sword of Don Blass, who is kneeling before him, with hat in left hand; at 
the right is Sir C. Ogle at full length, with a baton in right hand, the left on his hip. Rev.: THEY 
TOOK CARTHAGENA APRIL 1741 ; in field of the harbor DON BLASS. Two ships before 
a harbor, on which is a town protected by three forts; the harbor is closed by a chain, and in it is 
a boat. Brass, size 2 

z9. ADM VERNON AND S* CHALONER OGLE TOOK CARTHAGENA ; in exergue 
1741. The two officers at full length, approaching each other. Rev.: SPANISH INSOLENCE 
CORRECTED BY ENGLISH BRAVERY; in field DON BLASS. Three ships entering one 
by one a nearly circular harbor, on which is a town; the narrow passage is guarded by four forts ; 
in the harbor are two ships and a boat. Brass, size 24. 

30. In exergue BRAVE VERNON OGLE & WENTWORTH. The three officers at full 
length, between them two small lions. Rev.: VERNON CONQUERD CARTAGENA ;; in 
exergue APRIL 1 1741. Four ships and a boat before a town protected by two large forts; the 
water ends in an ornament of leaves. Brass, size 24. 

31. THE BRITISH GLORY REVIVD BY ADM". VERNON COME. BROWN. The two 
officers at full length, clasping hands; in field above a crown, a ship below. Rev.: Sir Robert 
Walpole at full length, with a rope round his neck, led by a devil towards an open mouth spitting 
fire. A label from the devil’s mouth reads MAKE ROOM FOR SIR ROBERT;; in exergue NO 
EXCISE. Copper, size 23. 

The last reverse, with a very slight difference, is found joined to another obverse, viz., THE 
GENEROUSE DUKE OF ARGYLE .NO PENTIONER. The Duke at full length, with a 
crown, flags and cannon near him. 

Of the medals described by the Count de Renesse-Breidbach, but which I have not seen, one 
seems to combine the obverse of No. 30 with the reverse of No. 8; another has on one side the 
arms of England, with the reverse of No. 15 ; and another has the obverse of No. 26 with a different 
reverse, I shall feel exceedingly obliged to any one who will print in the Journat or Numis- 
matics the description of any medal which I have not mentioned; but any one, who can enable me 
to add a new medal to my own series, will confer a still greater favor. 


THE APPROACHING SALE OF THE MICKLEY CABINET. 


The manuscript catalogue of the Mickley Collection is nearly completed, and a large portion 
printed. 

The arrangement adopted is nearly the same as in most American catalogues, namely, in succes- 
sion, Greek, Roman, English, French, followed by coins of Continental Europe; after which 
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come American coins and medals, arranged in the usual way, closing with the Mexican and South 
American series, and a few trifles not falling into any regular class. 

Collectors will probably be interested in the information that no additions whatever have been 
made to the collection, as received from Mr. Mickley. They will also probably be glad to know 
that the entire collection will be sold, with the exception of the American gold series, a few Anglo- 
Saxon and early English coins, the series of English Provincial tokens, and a few duplicates, and 
poor or common pieces, which were not deemed worthy a place in the catalogue. 

The series of English tokens is so extensive, that for a proper description a catalogue of four hun- 
dred pages would be required, and as this is, of course, out of the question, it has been thought best 
to offer the entire collection of tokens at private sale in a single lot. It contains several thousand 
pieces, comprising nearly every variety mentioned by Conder, and at least an equal number not in- 
cluded in his work. All included, are marked with references to his descriptions, and others with 
numbers and references, as they came from the English dealers. 

The collection of tokens, as a whole, is probably one of the best known. It cost, in gold, a 
little more than £100, and is for sale at a moderate price. 

The time of sale has been fixed for the last of October nearly, the particular days not yet de- 
termined. The catalogue will make about twe hundred pages, and will contain nearly or quite 3,300 
lots. Six evenings will be required for the sale, which will take place at the Book Trade Sale Rooms 
of Messrs. Leavitt, Strebeigh & Co., in New York city. 

The catalogues will be ready for delivery Oct. 1st. New York collectors are requested to obtain 
their copies of Mr. Cogan, and others who may wish them will please address the owner of the col- 
lection at Roxbury, Mass. Ww. 


InrerestinG Coin Sate 1n Encianp.—Greek, Roman and English coins and medals, of much 
value, have just been sold by auction at Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge’s (2gth and 3oth ult.) 
Amongst the best, we may notice a rare dollar of our great Queen Elizabeth, called the Portcullis, 
struck only for the East India trade (Addington). It brought 5/. 2s. 6d. A unique medal, in silver, 
also of Elizabeth (obtained by Mr. Curt, in Holland), on her death, produced 20/. A single speci- 
men of this piece is known in gold. The gem of the sale was a gold stater of Tarentum, reverse 
Castor and Pollux on horseback. A similar typed coin had never before been offered publicly or 
privately for sale in this country. Only four or five specimens are known (68/.), An inferior one 
brought 40/. lately in Paris, at Dupré’s sale. Mr. S. Addington was the purchaser of this admirable 
piece. Perseus, the usual eagle type, a silver Tetradrachm, 5/. 5s.—James I., Thirty-shilling Piece, 
3/. 3s—Charles I., Treble Unite, 4/. 1s.—William IV., Proof Crown Piece, 6/. 6s.—James VL., 
Thistle Noble, 3/. 10s—Charles I., Unite, 4/—William IV., Proof Crown, §/. 7s. 6¢.—Charles I., 
Scotch Sovereign, 4/. 3s.—Cromwell’s Broad, 6/. 5s.—Gold coin of Tarentum in alliance with Hera- 
clea, 11/, 105.—Another, with laureate head of Apollo, 11/. 15s.—London Atheneum, Aug. 3, 1867. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCH OLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular monthly meeting of this Society was held on Thursday evening, August 15, Vice- 
President Fellows in the chair. 

The Rules were suspended and the By-Laws amended, by removing the Article which subjects a 
certain class of Resident Members to a quarterly assessment. 

After voting to procure a Scrap-Book, and transacting other business, Mr. Chaplin exhibited a fac- 
simile of the Seal of the City of Kilkenny, Ireland. This electrotype copy was examined with in- 
terest, both on account of the curious designs and quaint inscription, and trom the fact that it is the 
only one in existence. 

Mr. Fellows exhibited a collection of seven varieties of the Vermonts, Vermontis and Vermonten- 
sium Coppers of 1785 and 1786, all in fine condition; also a cent of 1802, having on the obverse a 
beautiful head of Washington from a very small die; also, the three varieties of the Washington 
medalet “* Success to the United States”, one of which is almost unknown to collectors; also, a col- 
lection of Roman coins, including the ‘‘ mite” spoken of in the New Testament; also, a curious 
marriage medal of A. D. 1600, and various other coins. 

Mr. Crosby produced, for examination, a Washington medal in bronze, having for an inscription 
on the reverse, “ Presented to Cadet Palfrey, 1866”. It is said that only fifteen of these medals were 
struck. He also exhibited a set, in silver and bronze, of the rare pieces known as the “Season 
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Medals”, one of which derives additional interest from the fact of its having been for many years in 
the possession of the late Governor Eustis, of Massachusetts. 

After spending a pleasant evening in discussing topics suggested by the pieces exhibited, the meet- 
ing adjourned. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


San Francisco, July 18, 1867. 
Editor AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NuMISMATICS : 


Dear Sir:—lIn reply to Mr. Cogan’s letter of May 18th, concerning ‘‘ An Item for Numismatologists”, which appeared 
in the June number of your Journat, I beg leave to make the following explanation : 

As Mr. C, remarks, there are some inaccuracies in the article taken from one of our papers, viz: the Dollar of 1801 shouyd 
have been 1804, and that of 1838 should have been 1836, as originally published. 

That the firm of Repiton & Bumpus have, or ever had, a complete set of American coins I deny in toto, I am informed 
by a young man formerly in their employ that Mr. Repiton had not in his collection the Half Dime of 1802, nor the Quar- 
ter Dollars of 1823 and 1827, his assertion to the contrary notwithstanding. 

He has, however, the Dollar of 1836, in fine condition; but it is the one with “ Gobrecht” at the base of the figure of 
Liberty, and not the rare variety. He has also the Dollar of 1804, but I doubt it being one of the originals, being in too 
fine a condition. He reported that he bought it of a party in Boston, paying him One Thousand Dollars for it, but collec- 
tors here do not believe it. The Dollar of 1852 is alsoin the collection, for which he paid Twenty Dollars in gold coin to 
a gentleman of this city. 

It is hardly probable that he could readily sell the whole collection for $50,000, when he cannot find a purchaser at Five 
Thousand, his present price. As to its having cost him Twenty Thousand Dollars, your readers can judge for themselves, 

Respectfully, yours, 
J. Henry Appcecare, Jr. 


Trivotts, July 26, 1867. 
Editor AMERICAN Journa or NuMisMATics : 


As, in your last number, you seem discontented with the name “ New York”, I suggest the one which I have used above 
I think it appropriate as a collective designation for New York, Brooklyn, and Jersey City, wishing to leave you in doubt a 
to which of the three I hail from. Mindful of the remark, which you somewhere make, that occasionally, and on certain 
points, a tyro may enlighten an expert, I venture to call your attention to the following passage, which, in my opinion, clears 
up the whole subject of the “Tribute Money”. It is from Henry Noel Humphreys—not the familiar “Coin Collector's 
Manual”, in Bohn’s “Scientific Library”, but his “ Ancient Coins and Medals”, Lond, 1850, a work of some costliness, 
illustrated by embossed fac-simile examples. You will find it on pages 153-4. 

“ The term penny, spoken of in the wages of a “ penny a day”, was the denarius or si/ver penny; which was equivalent 
in that day to about the value of sevenpence-halfpenny of our money, This denarius, very much reduced in weight in the 
lower empire, was afterwards the model of our Saxon silver penny; and we still preserve its original name, denarius, in our 
notation of pounds, shillings, and pence, by £. s. d., the d. for denarii. The denarii of Augustus and Tiberius were no doubt 
both current in Judea at that time. The denarius of Tiberius has the laureated portrait head, with the legend “ TI(berius) 
CAESAR DIVI AVG(usti) F(ilius) AVGVSTVS”, (Tiberius Caesar, Augustus, son of the Divine Augustus), On most 
of the coins of Tiberius and Caligula, the word Caesar is very conspicuous, as Ti. and C, are the abbreviated forms of ren- 
dering the prenomen, leaving CAESAR alone at full length; and it was possibly of a denarius of Tiberius, the then reign- 
ing emperor, that the question ‘ whose image and superscription is this ?? was asked, But there was also a small coin cur-l 
rent in Judea which bore the inscription ‘money of Czsar’, and may possibly have suggested the answer. It is a smal- 
copper coin, in the style of the Herodian and national Judean coins, but struck by authority of the Romans. On the ob- 
verse is a palm tree, the emblem of Judea, and the numeral letters LAO, signifying thirty-nine years from the battle of 
Actium ; and on the reverse an ear of wheat, and the inscription KAICAPOS, (money) of Czsar”. 

Humphreys has nothing on the “ Widow’s Mite”. A clerical friend informs me that in the original Greek it is “ Lep- 
ton”. Now, according to Humphreys, there were eight /epta to the chalcos, of which denomination there were two to the 
quarter “ obolus”, There were six obo/i to the Drachma, which latter being worth ninepence three farthings, it is manifest 
that the /epton must indeed have been a mite of a coin. 

Pardon me if my excerpts are of no importance ; and, should they not be worth the space which they will occupy, throw 
them into the waste-basket. I remain to you and the Jourwat a sincere well-wisher, Ben. Trvoctio. 


From a private letter of Wm. E. Dubois, Esq., of the United States Mint, Philadelphia, one of 
many which we have received from the same gentleman, and all of them most kind and encouraging 
towards this JournaL, we extract, without his authorization, but sure of his indulgence, the following 
passage in relation to a specimen, in the Mint Cabinet, of this coin/et, two of which “make a far- 
thing”, and were cast into the treasury by the widow (Mark, xii. 41-44; Luke xxi. 1-4): 


“In one corner of the Cabinet there is a case appropriated to pieces of special interest, and visitors are notified that if they 
have not much time to stay, they will find that place worthy of their chief attention. While standing one day in front of 
that case, some years ago, with Dr. Barclay, who has spent some years in Jerusalem and Judea, and is a zealous and intelli- 
gent archeologist, I asked him how we could get a veritable /epton, or “ mite” of Scripture. He took out of his pocket a 
very small bronze piece, with just enough of a figure on it to prove its origin and antiquity, and said he picked it out of some 
rubbish on the mountain or hill, whereon the Jewish temple stood in ancient days. It was probably not the identical widow's 
mite, but was undoubtedly like it, and quite as old. A little solicitation secured it for the collection, and it is there now, one 
of the chief objects of attraction to many visitors. It silently affirms the nature of true liberality, and recalls the wisdom 
which is conspicuous in the declaration recorded in two of the Gospels.” 
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« COPPERHEADS.” 


A Descriptive Catalogue of the Copper and Base Metallic Currency issued in the several States of the 
United States, commencing in 1862 and ending in 1864. 


[NEW YORK CONTINUED, | 


. Os.: “G. Parsons Fireworks, 24 John St. N. Y.” ‘Two Stars. Rev.: “Our Country”. 
Small shield and branches enclosed within a wreath. C. B. GS. N. T. 

76. Os.: Same as Obverse No, 275. Rev.: “I. O. U. 1 Cent” within a wreath. GS. T. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No. 275. Rev.: A small bust of Washington in centre of a five- 
pointed star. “E. Sigel 177 Willi N. Y.” B. GS. T. 

Os.: “ Ches Pfaff, Restaurant 647 Broadway. N. Y.” Rev.: A full length figure of a 
monk, C, 

. Os.: “ Pike Slip Shades, 1863. E.S.” A goblet enclosed within a grape wreath. Rev.: 
A rooster, surrounded by a circle of 13 stars, and the date “ 1863”’. N. Size 13. 

. Os.: “John Quinn Grocer Cor 26 St’ Lexington Av.” A small eagle. Rev.: Bust of 
Washington facing to the right. “The Washington Token, 1863.” S. C. B. N. T. 
Size 13. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No, 280, Rev.: ‘General G. B. Me Clellan”. Bust facing to the 
left. B.N.T. Size 13. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No. 280. Rev.: “ Good for 1 Cent”. A circle of dots enclosing 
the figure “* 1.” T'wo stars and four arrow-heads. B.N.T. Size 13. 

. Ops.: Same as Obverse No. 282. Rev.: “I, O. U. 1 Cent, pure Copper”. Two small 

heads, a circle of dots with rays. C. Size 13. 

. Opn.: Same as Obverse No. 280. Rev.: A man with bundle. ‘“ Money Makes the Mare 
Go. 1863.” A ribbon inscribed “ Go it Buttons.” C. B. N. T. Size 13. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No, 280. Rev.: Eagle onglobe. “ Union for Ever.” B.GS. N. T. 
Size 13. 

. Op: Same as on Obverse No. 280. Rev.: Liberty head. “ For Public Accommodation 
1863.” B.N. T. Size 13. 

. On.: “ Christian Rauh Confectioner N.Y.” A small basket of flowers enclosed within a 
wreath. Two stars. Rev.: A rooster surrounded by a circle of 13 stars, and the date 
3863.” S.C. B.N. T. Size 13. 

. Os.: “Christian Rauh Confectioner 48 Ave. A, N. Y. E. S.” A basket of flowers, two 
stars. Rev. Same as Reverse No. 287. G.B.N.T. Size 13. 

. Os.: An Indian head, “ Frederick Rollwagen, Jr 1863.” The letter “R” in the name 
touching the first feather in the head. Rev.: ‘587 Third Avenue, and 20 & 21 Centre 
Market. N. Y.” B. L. 

. Os.; Similar to Obverse No. 289. The letter “O” in name touching the first feather in the 
head. Rev.: Same as Reverse No. 289. C. 

. Os.: “ Edw. Schaaf 14 & 16 Division St.” Rev.: New York 1863.” Surrounded by a 
circle of 13 stars. C. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No. 291. Rev.: An anchor on the face of a shield. ‘“ New-York 
1863”. Two stars. S.C, B.N. T. 

. Os.: “ Ed, Schaaf 14 and 16 Division St.” 10 stars. Rev.: Same as Reverse No. 292. 
S.C. B. GS. N. T. 

Os.: “ First Ave. Hall. Geo. D. Schmidt. 96 Between 5th & 6th Sts”. Rev.: An Indian head, 
surrounded by a circle of 13 stars, “1863.” S.C. B.N. T. 

. Os.: “J. Schork 1863.” Rev.: A clock dial, at 3 o’clock. Very rudely executed. L, 

. Os.: “John Schuh’s 88 First Ave. «N. Y.’ Saloon.” Two stars. Rev-: An Indian head, 
surrounded by 13 stars. “1863”. ‘L. Roloff” in small letters under the head, the band 
on the head inscribed “ Liberty.” C. Size 15. ' 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No. 296. Rev.: “ City of New York. I.O. U. One Cent 1863.” 
Two stars. C. Size 15. . 

. Os.: “ Edw4 Schulze’s Restaurant 24 William Street,”. Three stars. ‘“Rev.; A stag’s 
head. ‘“ 26 & 28 Exchange Place, N. Y. 1863” “c.c.” C.B. Size 13. 

. Os.: Same as Obverse No. 298. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No. 298. A branch of the 
antlers of the stag terminating directly under the figures 28. S.C.B.GS.N.T. Size 13. 

Os.: Head of a bull. “Ph. J. Seiter’s Market”. Four stars. Rev.: “ Redeemed at My 
Market 102 Third Ave N. Y.” B.C. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 





